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Local Family Awarded World Record for Longevity 

Written by- Gary Anderson 

The 16 brothers and sisters born to Russell and Frances Anderson of rural Kent City hold the 
Guinness World Record (GWR) for Highest Total Age, 16 Living Siblings: 1251 years and 295 days.   

Their story began more than 150 years ago when Swedish immigrants John and Armeda Anderson, 
then in their mid-20s, landed in New York Harbor.  Settling first in New York where their first son 
William was born, they eventually made their way to the Midwest via Minnesota, Missouri, and finally 
their homestead in Kent City.  Their farm on Phelps Avenue eventually belonged to oldest-son 
William (the Anderson siblings’ grandfather), then William’s oldest son Russell (the siblings’ dad), and 
then one of Russell’s sons (and brother to the Anderson siblings) Ron.  Now the 4th-generation family 
farm is owned by brothers Marv, Gary, and Dean.  

Dutch immigrants John and Jessie Johnson also arrived in the United States during the late 1800s 
and settled along the Rogue River in rural Kent City.  Among their 10 children, first-generation 
Americans, Frances was their eighth born.   She and Russell Anderson were married in 1929, and the 
newlyweds spent their early years together weathering the Great Depression on the Anderson family 
farm.  There they worked to build a high-producing dairy herd of registered Holstein cattle, AND they 
gave birth to and raised 16 children- eight boys and eight girls. 

The Anderson Family attended Mamrelund Lutheran Church, originally a Swedish congregation.  All 
but the youngest children attended Norton School, a one-room schoolhouse located on Phelps 
Avenue south of the family farm, until the 7th or 8th grade and then Kent City School where all of them 
graduated high school (three as valedictorians of their classes).  In the late 1950s Norton School was 
annexed to the Sparta School District (and eventually closed and converted to a private family home), 
and the youngest Andersons had all of their schooling in Kent City. 

The small dairy farm that supported the growing-up years for the Anderson siblings helped to shape 
their futures, building a strong work ethic common to farm families.  Thirteen siblings settled within 10 
miles of where they were born and raised.  One left for a career in California but returned to the area 
after retirement.  A sister lives in Newberry in Michigan’s Upper Peninsula, and a brother lives in 
Milwaukee, WI.   

In late 2020 one of the Anderson brothers, Keith, learned from a CNN report of a family’s new world 
record for highest combined age.  The new record turned out to be for 13 siblings, but Google 
revealed that GWR had a record also for 16 siblings, then held by a family in Canada.  A quick 
calculation confirmed that the 16 Anderson siblings’ combined ages blew the current record out of the 
water!  Brother Gary and his wife Dianne led the effort to prepare an application for review by GWR.  
The completed application required birth and marriage certificates, ID cards, census information, 
photos of the 16 siblings together over the years, old newspaper and magazine articles and other 
media that documented Russell and Frances’ 16 children, and witness statements confirming that the 



16 Anderson siblings are indeed real people (and still living!).  On February 25, 2021, the siblings 
were awarded the GWR. 

On May 5 of this year the 16 Anderson siblings and their spouses celebrated the world record at a 
get-together held at Stoney Ridge Winery in rural Kent City.  The winery is located on a hilltop off 
Indian Lakes Road and provides a spectacular view of the adjacent Anderson family farm.  After 
spending more than a year apart, the 16 siblings used the opportunity to reunite and celebrate their 
good fortune that all 16 still can enjoy one another’s company.  The event was documented in the 
accompanying photo.  

Russell Anderson passed away in 1978 at age 69; his surviving widow Frances lived for more than an 
additional 35 years and passed away in 2014 a few weeks before her 103rd birthday.  Her 16 children 
revel in her longevity, which allows them to claim the Guinness World Record!  

The 16 record-holding Anderson siblings at their May 5th Celebration, remembering how they and the 
rest of the world spent the past year. 

 
 
 
 

Meetings are the 2nd Thursday of every month @ 1:00pm 
 

Museum will be open every Thursday from 10:00am-2:00pm during work/research sessions.  
 

 



 

Nothing says summer like homemade ice cream. I thought a good old- 
fashioned homemade ice cream recipe for this issue would be perfect. I 
wanted to use a recipe from Frances Anderson, and her daughter, Joyce 
Lewis, gave me the one that she said her mother used to make often. 
Having 16 children, it is a nice big recipe. It is called “Cooked ice cream”. 
Now, you might say, how on earth do you cook ice cream? Well actually it is 

the custard that you cook first to make the ice cream. That way you are 
assured of no raw eggs being consumed, and it also makes a delicious 
creamy ice cream.  
 
I am by no means an expert on making ice cream, but I have done it plenty 
of times. Joyce did say that all they had to use was a hand-crank ice cream 
maker back then. With sixteen children, I am sure that there were plenty of 
helpers to crank that machine. I can just see it now! And I’m sure that the 
anticipation of what came after the cranking was done, made it all the more 
appealing.  
 
I am lucky to have an electric ice cream maker to use. I’ve had it for years, 

but it still works like a charm. I am certainly going to try this recipe. I remember Frances well, and it 
will be an honor to make her recipe. Joyce gave me the original copy in her mother’s handwriting  .  
Here is Frances Anderson’s “Cooked ice cream recipe” exactly as she wrote it many years ago.   
 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
I can’t wait to make Frances Anderson’s Cooked Ice Cream. Have a wonderful summer! 
 
 
 

***Historical Society is working with Bill Shafer to construct a new web page. It is under 
construction but it is online and published with lots of work to do yet.*** 

 
 

“Nita’s Recipe Corner” 
 

Cooked Ice Cream 
 
Put 3 cups of milk on the stove to heat on low heat.   
Beat 6 eggs, add 2 ½ cups sugar, 2 tablespoons flour & 1 cup milk. 
Add this to the warm milk to cook and stir on low heat until thickens slightly. This is your 
custard. 
Put all of this custard into the freezer can of your ice cream maker and add 1 can 
evaporated milk and 2 tablespoons vanilla. 
The recipe goes on to say fill with milk.  
( Joyce and I think she meant to fill your freezer can with additional milk if needed to make 
the maximum amount of ice cream.) 
Again with 16 children…well you know what I mean.  You needed to have lots of ice cream! 
 
 

 



Ivan Emeric was the husband of Nellie Emeric who some of us had as a teacher at Kent City in 
Junior High in the 1970’s. For those older, Nellie also taught school in several of the country schools 
in the area.  Ivan was born on September 9, 1900 in Wagteras, Sweden. Ivan’s birth name was Ivan 
Emeric Anderson and when he arrived in the United States at the age of 26 years old, he dropped the 
Anderson. 
 
Ivan and his two brothers were artistic people. His brother, Arthur, did painting, drawing and another 
brother did sculpture while another built Kayaks for which he was somewhat famous for in the area he 
lived in Sweden. Ivan himself built the kayak he used on this trip to Chicago. The first we are able to 
find record of Ivan being in the United States is in 1933, when these two Kayak trips are recorded in 
the newspaper clippings from Bob Brott’s mother’s scrap book. 
 
Ivan often would tell people that when he first arrived in the United States he came to Muskegon. His 
first job was in a woodworking factory and the only thing he did was sand for eight hours a day. We 
find record that in 1934, Ivan was working at Showcase and Manufacturing in Muskegon. 1936, Ivan 
worked at Modern Woodwork Company in Muskegon.  
 

In 1937, Ivan married Nellie Humphrey July 2,1937 in Kent City, 
and in 1938, Ivan and Nellie were living at 1127 Apple Avenue. 
Ivan and Nellie lived north of Casnovia, on 18330 Hall Road just 
off Kenowa Ave much of their married life. Ivan was a 
woodworker and cabinetmaker and had a woodworking shop at 
his home. I have also heard that Ivan did some stone and brick 
work.  Ivan’s work is in many homes in the area. He built pieces 
of furniture which were often works of art as he did a lot of 
carving on them. Ivan and Nellie had one daughter. Ivan died on 
February 26, 1990, in Walker, Michigan, at the age of 89.  

 


